JULY   18-AUGUST   I,    1910
Monday, July z&h.
Characteristic gesture of an old fisherman. He took off Ms cap,
held it upside down tinder his mouth, dropped his plug (of tobacco)
into it, and whipped it on his head again, all in the twinkling of
an eye.
GodebsM said that C. L. Philippe l never saw the sea till 2
years before his death. Fargue took him to Havre. On meeting
the sea, he lay down in a sort of ecstasy or hysteria, on his
stomach, and lapped at each wave as it caine in, as if determined
to make up for lost time by the violence of his sensations.
Thursday, July 28th.
Excursion to Roscoff yesterday. Left at 9.15. Sea choppy, but
it calmed down. The fishermen ont leve des casters en route.
So that we soon saw what a complicated process has to be gone
through before a lobster, for example, is put on the table.
Vielles as bait for araignees and then araignees as bait for
lobsters. Cutting of nerves to prevent them eating each other.
Taking bearings as casiers are thrown down again into the sea.
We reached Roscoff about 11.30. Tide out. The damned tide
was out all day.
Lillah McCarthy wrote me suggesting subject for a one-act
play which she wanted to do at Palace next month!
Friday, July zgth.
Heavy storms of rain and wind yesterday afternoon and evening.
The barometer just now seems to have no effect whatever on
the weather.
" Julien Savignac" by Ferdinand Fabre. This is quite a
readable book. Old fashioned and sententious sometimes, but
strong in the places where it ought to be strong, I have read
about half of it. I don't suppose I shall read any more, as I
have other things, but I would read it sooner than read nothing
on a desert island.
Monday, August xst.
Too short of sleep and sardonic to write anything yesterday.
Baptism of a new pleasure boat, the Blanche yesterday.   Three
cures and three choir-boys with instruments, and a bottle erf
champagne to do it.   Nearly upset in going out in dinghy.
1 Chades Louis Fkilippe, novdiat.
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